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KEY=RAT - SAMIR SCHWARTZ
WIND/ PINBALL
TWO NOVELS
Random House Discover Haruki Murakami's ﬁrst two novels. 'If you're the sort of guy who raids the refrigerators of
silent kitchens at three o'clock in the morning, you can only write accordingly. That's who I am.' Hear the Wind Sing
and Pinball, 1973 are Haruki Murakami's earliest novels. They follow the fortunes of the narrator and his friend, known
only by his nickname, the Rat. In Hear the Wind Sing the narrator is home from college on his summer break. He
spends his time drinking beer and smoking in J's Bar with the Rat, listening to the radio, thinking about writing and the
women he has slept with, and pursuing a relationship with a girl with nine ﬁngers. Three years later, in Pinball, 1973,
he has moved to Tokyo to work as a translator and live with indistinguishable twin girls, but the Rat has remained
behind, despite his eﬀorts to leave both the town and his girlfriend. The narrator ﬁnds himself haunted by memories of
his own doomed relationship but also, more bizarrely, by his short-lived obsession with playing pinball in J's Bar. This
sends him on a quest to ﬁnd the exact model of pinball machine he had enjoyed playing years earlier: the three-ﬂipper
Spaceship.

A WILD SHEEP CHASE
Random House Haruki Murakami's third novel, A Wild Sheep Chase is the mystery hybrid which completes the odyssey
begun in Hear the Wind Sing and Pinball, 1973. The man was leading an aimless life, time passing, one big blank. His
girlfriend has perfectly formed ears, ears with the power to bewitch, marvels of creation. The man receives a letter
from a friend, enclosing a seemingly innocent photograph of sheep, and a request: place the photograph somewhere it
will be seen. Then, one September afternoon, the phone rings, and the adventure begins. Welcome to the wild sheep
chase. 'Mr. Murakami's style and imagination are closer to that of Kurt Vonnegut, Raymond Carver and John Irving'
New York Times

DANCES WITH SHEEP
THE QUEST FOR IDENTITY IN THE FICTION OF MURAKAMI HARUKI
U of M Center For Japanese Studies As a spokesman for disaﬀected youth of the post-1960s, Murakami Haruki has become
one of the most important voices in contemporary Japanese literature, and he has gained a following in the United
States through translations of his works. In Dances with Sheep, Matthew Strecher examines Murakami’s ﬁction—and,
to a lesser extent, his nonﬁction—for its most prevalent structures and themes. Strecher also delves into the
paradoxes in Murakami’s writings that confront critics and casual readers alike. Murakami writes of “serious” themes
yet expresses them in a relatively uncomplicated style that appeals to high school students as well as scholars; and his
ﬁctional work appears to celebrate the pastiche of postmodern expression, yet he rejects the eﬀects of the
postmodern on contemporary culture as dangerous. Strecher’s methodology is both historical and cultural as he
utilizes four distinct yet interwoven approaches to analyze Murakami’s major works: the writer’s “formulaic” structure
with serious themes; his play with magical realism; the intense psychological underpinnings of his literary landscape;
and his critique of language and its capacity to represent realities, past and present. Dances with Sheep links each of
these approaches with Murakami’s critical focus on the fate of individual identity in contemporary Japan. The result is
that the simplicity of the Murakami hero, marked by lethargy and nostalgia, emerges as emblematic of contemporary
humankind, bereft of identity, direction, and meaning. Murakami’s ﬁction is reconstructed in Dances with Sheep as a
warning against the dehumanizing eﬀects of late-model capitalism, the homogenization of the marketplace, and the
elimination of eﬀective counterculture in Japan.

KAFKA ON THE SHORE
Random House Kafka Tamura runs away from home at ﬁfteen, under the shadow of his father's dark prophesy. The aging
Nakata, tracker of lost cats, who never recovered from a bizarre childhood aﬄiction, ﬁnds his pleasantly simpliﬁed life
suddenly turned upside down. As their parallel odysseys unravel, cats converse with people; ﬁsh tumble from the sky;
a ghost-like pimp deploys a Hegel-spouting girl of the night; a forest harbours soldiers apparently un-aged since World
War II. There is a savage killing, but the identity of both victim and killer is a riddle - one of many which combine to
create an elegant and dreamlike masterpiece. 'Wonderful... Magical and outlandish' Daily Mail 'Hypnotic, spellbinding'
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The Times 'Cool, ﬂuent and addictive' Daily Telegraph

DANCE DANCE DANCE
Random House An assault on the senses, part murder mystery, part metaphysical speculation; a fable for our times as
catchy as a rock song blasting from the window of a sports car. High-class call girls billed to Mastercard. A psychic 13year-old dropout with a passion for Talking Heads. A hunky matinee idol doomed to play dentists and teachers. A onearmed beach-combing poet, an uptight hotel clerk and one very bemused narrator caught in the web of advanced
capitalist mayhem. Combine this oﬀbeat cast of characters with Murakami's idiosyncratic prose and out comes Dance
Dance Dance. 'If Raymond Chandler had lived long enough to see Blade Runner, he might have written something like
Dance Dance Dance' Observer

NORWEGIAN WOOD
Random House 'A masterly novel' New York Times 'Such is the exquisite, gossamer construction of Murakami's writing
that everything he chooses to describe trembles with symbolic possibility' Guardian Read the haunting love story that
turned Murakami into a literary superstar. When he hears her favourite Beatles song, Toru Watanabe recalls his ﬁrst
love Naoko, the girlfriend of his best friend Kizuki. Immediately he is transported back almost twenty years to his
student days in Tokyo, adrift in a world of uneasy friendships, casual sex, passion, loss and desire - to a time when an
impetuous young woman called Midori marches into his life and he has to choose between the future and the past.
'Evocative, entertaining, sexy and funny; but then Murakami is one of the best writers around' Time Out 'Poignant,
romantic and hopeless, it beautifully encapsulates the heartbreak and loss of faith' Sunday Times 'This book is
undeniably hip, full of student uprisings, free love, booze and 1960s pop, it's also genuinely emotionally engaging, and
describes the highs of adolescence as well as the lows' Independent on Sunday

WIND / PINBALL
Harvill Secker Wind/Pinball includes Haruki Murakami's ﬁrst two novels, published back-to-back, available for the ﬁrst
time in English outside Japan. With a new introduction by the author. Published as a reversible hardback 'If you're the
sort of guy who raids the refrigerators of silent kitchens at three o'clock in the morning, you can only write
accordingly. That's who I am.' Hear the Wind Sing and Pinball, 1973 are Haruki Murakami's earliest novels. They follow
the fortunes of the narrator and his friend, known only by his nickname, the Rat. In Hear the Wind Sing the narrator is
home from college on his summer break. He spends his time drinking beer and smoking in J's Bar with the Rat,
listening to the radio, thinking about writing and the women he has slept with, and pursuing a relationship with a girl
with nine ﬁngers. Three years later, in Pinball, 1973, he has moved to Tokyo to work as a translator and live with
indistinguishable twin girls, but the Rat has remained behind, despite his eﬀorts to leave both the town and his
girlfriend. The narrator ﬁnds himself haunted by memories of his own doomed relationship but also, more bizarrely, by
his short-lived obsession with playing pinball in J's Bar. This sends him on a quest to ﬁnd the exact model of pinball
machine he had enjoyed playing years earlier: the three-ﬂipper Spaceship.

DANCE DANCE DANCE
A NOVEL
Vintage In this propulsive novel by the author of Hard-Boiled Wonderland and the End of the World and The Elephant
Vanishes, one of the most idiosyncratically brilliant writers at work in any language fuses science ﬁction, the hardboiled thriller, and white-hot satire into a new element of the literary periodic table. As he searches for a mysteriously
vanished girlfriend, Haruki Murakami's protagonist plunges into a wind tunnel of sexual violence and metaphysical
dread in which he collides with call girls; plays chaperone to a lovely teenaged psychic; and receives cryptic
instructions from a shabby but oracular Sheep Man. Dance Dance Dance is a tense, poignant, and often hilarious ride
through the cultural Cuisinart that is contemporary Japan, a place where everything that is not up for sale is up for
grabs.

GATEKEEPERS
THE EMERGENCE OF WORLD LITERATURE AND THE 1960S
Oxford University Press The romantic idea of the writer as an isolated genius has been discredited, but there are few
empirical studies documenting the role of "gatekeeping" in the literary process. How do friends, agents, editors,
translators, small publishers, and reviewers-not to mention the changes in technology and the publishing industryshape the literary process? This matrix is further complicated when books cross cultural and language barriers, that is,
when they become part of World Literature. Gatekeepers builds on the work of Pierre Bourdieu, Randall Collins, James
English, and Mark McGurl, describing the multi-layered gatekeeping process in the context of World Literature after
the 1960s. It focuses on four case studies: Gabriel García Márquez, Charles Bukowski, Paul Auster and Haruki
Murakami. The two American authors achieved remarkable success overseas owing to canny gatekeepers; the two
international authors beneﬁted tremendously from well-curated translation into English. Rich in archival materials
(correspondence between authors, editors, and translators, and publishing industry analyses), interviews with
publishers and translators, and close readings of translations, this study shows how the process and production of
literature depends on the larger social forces of a given historical moment. William Marling also documents the ever-
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increasing Anglo-centric dictate on the gatekeeping process. World Literature, the book argues, is not so much a
"republic of letters" as a ﬁeld of chance on which the conversation is partly bracketed by historic events and
technological opportunities.

PINBALL, 1973
HARD-BOILED WONDERLAND AND THE END OF THE WORLD
Random House A narrative particle accelerator that zooms between Wild Turkey Whiskey and Bob Dylan, unicorn skulls
and voracious librarians, John Coltrane and Lord Jim. Science ﬁction, detective story and post-modern manifesto all
rolled into one rip-roaring novel, Hard-boiled Wonderland and the End of the World is the tour de force that expanded
Haruki Murakami's international following. Tracking one man's descent into the Kafkaesque underworld of
contemporary Tokyo, Murakami unites East and West, tragedy and farce, compassion and detachment, slang and
philosophy.

HARUKI MURAKAMI AND THE MUSIC OF WORDS
Random House REVISED AND UPDATED WITH NEW MATERIAL ON AFTER DARK AND MURAKAMI'S FORTHCOMING
WORKSAs a young man, Haruki Murakami played records and mixed drinks at his Tokyo Jazz club, Peter Cat, then wrote
at the kitchen table until the sun came up. He loves

SOUTH OF THE BORDER, WEST OF THE SUN
Random House A moving, thoughtful story of long-lost love and second chances. Growing up in the suburbs in post-war
Japan, it seemed to Hajime that everyone but him had brothers and sisters. His sole companion was Shimamoto, also
an only child. Together they spent long afternoons listening to her father's record collection. But when his family
moved away, the two lost touch. Now Hajime is in his thirties. After a decade of drifting, he has found happiness with
his loving wife and two daughters, and success running a jazz bar. Then Shimamoto reappears. She is beautiful,
intense, enveloped in mystery. Hajime is catapulted into the past, putting at risk all he has in the present. 'Casablanca
remade Japanese style...It is dream-like writing, laden with scenes which have the radiance of a poem' The Times

AFTER DARK
Random House Reality bends all the more acutely with lack of sleep in this stunning novel from the master of the
surreal. Eyes mark the shape of the city The midnight hour approaches in an almost-empty diner. Mari sips her coﬀee
and reads a book, but soon her solitude is disturbed: a girl has been beaten up at the Alphaville hotel, and needs
Mari's help. Meanwhile Mari's beautiful sister Eri lies in a deep, heavy sleep that is 'too perfect, too pure' to be normal;
it has lasted for two months. But tonight as the digital clock displays 00:00, a hint of life ﬂickers across the television
screen in her room, even though it's plug has been pulled out. Strange nocturnal happenings, or a trick of the night? 'A
captivating mood piece, delicate and wistful' Evening Standard

THE FORBIDDEN WORLDS OF HARUKI MURAKAMI
U of Minnesota Press In an “other world” composed of language—it could be a fathomless Martian well, a labyrinthine
hotel or forest—a narrative unfolds, and with it the experiences, memories, and dreams that constitute reality for
Haruki Murakami’s characters and readers alike. Memories and dreams in turn conjure their magical
counterparts—people without names or pasts, fantastic animals, half-animals, and talking machines that traverse the
dark psychic underworld of this writer’s extraordinary ﬁction. Fervently acclaimed worldwide, Murakami’s wildly
imaginative work in many ways remains a mystery, its worlds within worlds uncharted territory. Finally in this book
readers will ﬁnd a map to the strange realm that grounds virtually every aspect of Murakami’s writing. A journey
through the enigmatic and baﬄing innermost mind, a metaphysical dimension where Murakami’s most bizarre scenes
and characters lurk, The Forbidden Worlds of Haruki Murakami exposes the psychological and mythological
underpinnings of this other world. Matthew Carl Strecher shows how these considerations color Murakami’s depictions
of the individual and collective soul, which constantly shift between the tangible and intangible but in this literary
landscape are undeniably real. Through these otherworldly depths The Forbidden Worlds of Haruki Murakami also
charts the writer’s vivid “inner world,” whether unconscious or underworld (what some Japanese critics call
achiragawa, or “over there”), and its connectivity to language. Strecher covers all of Murakami’s work—including his
eﬀorts as a literary journalist—and concludes with the ﬁrst full-length close reading of the writer’s newest novel,
Colorless Tsukuru Tazaki and His Years of Pilgrimage.

HARUKI MURAKAMI
CHALLENGING AUTHORS
Springer Japanese writer Haruki Murakami has achieved incredible popularity in his native country and world-wide as
well as rising critical acclaim. Murakami, in addition to receiving most of the major literary awards in Japan, has been
nominated several times for the Nobel Prize. Yet, his relationship with the Japanese literary community proper (known
as the Bundan) has not been a particularly friendly one. One of Murakami’s central and enduring themes is a persistent
warning not to suppress our fundamental desires in favor of the demands of society at large. Murakami’s writing over
his career reveals numerous recurring motifs, but his message has also evolved, creating a catalogue of works that
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reveals Murakami to be a challenging author. Many of those challenges lie in Murakami’s blurring of genre as well as
his rich blending of Japanese and Western mythologies and styles—all while continuing to oﬀer narratives that attract
and captivate a wide range of readers. Murakami is, as Ōe Kenzaburō once contended, not a “Japanese writer” so
much as a global one, and as such, he merits a central place in the classroom in order to confront readers and
students, but to be challenged as well. Reading, teaching, and studying Murakami serves well the goal of rethinking
this world. It will open new lines of inquiry into what constitutes national literatures, and how some authors, in the era
of blurred national and cultural boundaries, seek now to transcend those boundaries and pursue a truly global mode of
expression.

SHOCK AND NATURALIZATION IN CONTEMPORARY JAPANESE LITERATURE
Global Oriental This study introduces the concepts of naturalization and naturalized modernity, and uses them as tools
for understanding the way modernity has been experienced and portrayed in Japanese literature since the end of the
Second World War.

THE ELEPHANT VANISHES
Random House A dizzying short story collection that displays Murakami's genius for uncovering the surreal in the
everyday, the extraordinary within the ordinary *Featuring the story ‘Barn Burning’, the inspiration behind the Palme
d’Or nominated ﬁlm Burning* When a man's favourite elephant vanishes, the balance of his whole life is subtly upset. A
couple's midnight hunger pangs drive them to hold up a McDonald's. A woman ﬁnds she is irresistible to a small green
monster that burrows through her front garden. An insomniac wife wakes up in a twilight world of semi-consciousness
in which anything seems possible - even death. In every one of these stories Murakami makes a determined assault on
the normal.

KILLING COMMENDATORE
Random House We all live our lives carrying secrets we cannot disclose. 'Beguiling... Murakami is brilliant at folding the
humdrum alongside the supernatural; ﬁnding the magic that's nested in life's quotidian details' Guardian When a
thirty-something portrait painter is abandoned by his wife, he holes up in the mountain home of a famous artist. The
days drift by, spent painting, listening to music and drinking whiskey in the evenings. But then he discovers a strange
painting in the attic and unintentionally begins a strange journey of self-discovery that involves a mysterious ringing
bell, a precocious thirteen-year-old girl, a Nazi assassination attempt and a haunted underworld. A stunning work of
imagination, Killing Commendatore is a surreal tale of love and loneliness, war and art.

HOW TO HEAL YOURSELF WHEN NO ONE ELSE CAN
A TOTAL SELF-HEALING APPROACH FOR MIND, BODY, AND SPIRIT
Llewellyn Worldwide Be You, Be Happy, Be Free Using energy therapy and emotional healing techniques, How to Heal
Yourself When No One Else Can shows you how to achieve complete and permanent healing by loving, accepting, and
being yourself no matter what. Energy therapist Amy Scher presents an easy-to-understand, three-part approach to
removing blockages, changing your relationship with stress, and coming into alignment with who you truly are. After
overcoming a life-threatening illness, Amy had an epiphany that healing is more than just physical. Her dramatic story
serves as a powerful example of how beneﬁcial it is to address our emotional energies, particularly when nothing else
works. Discover areas of imbalance and easy ways to address them on your healing journey. Whether you are
experiencing physical symptoms or are just feeling lost, sad, anxious, or emotionally unbalanced, this book can change
your life. Praise: "Amy has seen the truth and can be a coach to all those who seek healing and authenticity."—Bernie
Siegel, MD, bestselling author of Love, Medicine, & Miracles and The Art of Healing "[Amy Scher is] an inspiration, not
just because she teaches us how to take healing into our own hands, but because she’s living proof that it
works."—Pam Grout, #1 New York Times bestselling author of E-Squared and E-Cubed "Amy Scher has penned a
remarkable book about the pivotal role of the body, mind, and spirit in attaining true and complete healing. There is
much wisdom in this book, written with exceptional clarity, love, and wisdom."—Sanjiv Chopra, MD MACP, Professor of
Medicine at Harvard Medical School, motivational speaker, and bestselling author of Brotherhood with Deepak Chopra
"Amy Scher takes you on a guided journey to resolve emotional, physical, and energetic blockages that get in the way
of true healing. You will feel like you have a loving expert coach by your side along the way."—Heather Dane, co-author
with Louise Hay of Loving Yourself to Great Health

HEAR THE WIND SING
FIRST PERSON SINGULAR
STORIES
Random House A mindbending new collection of short stories from the unique, internationally acclaimed author of
Norwegian Wood and The Wind-up Bird Chronicle. THE SUNDAY TIMES BESTSELLER The eight masterly stories in this
new collection are all told in the ﬁrst person by a classic Murakami narrator. From nostalgic memories of youth,
meditations on music and an ardent love of baseball to dreamlike scenarios, an encounter with a talking monkey and
invented jazz albums, together these stories challenge the boundaries between our minds and the exterior world.
Occasionally, a narrator who may or may not be Murakami himself is present. Is it memoir or ﬁction? The reader
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decides. Philosophical and mysterious, the stories in First Person Singular all touch beautifully on love and solitude,
childhood and memory. . . all with a signature Murakami twist. A GUARDIAN AND SUNDAY TIMES 'BOOKS OF 2021' PICK

TONY TAKITANI
DIE ERZÄHLUNG ZUM GLEICHNAMIGEN FILM
SAPPHIRE BLUE
Henry Holt and Company (BYR) Gwen's life has been a rollercoaster since she discovered she was the Ruby, the ﬁnal
member of the secret time-traveling Circle of Twelve. In between searching through history for the other timetravelers and asking for a bit of their blood (gross!), she's been trying to ﬁgure out what all the mysteries and
prophecies surrounding the Circle really mean. At least Gwen has plenty of help. Her best friend Lesley follows every
lead diligently on the Internet. James the ghost teaches Gwen how to ﬁt in at an eighteenth century party. And
Xemerius, the gargoyle demon who has been following Gwen since he caught her kissing Gideon in a church, oﬀers
advice on everything. Oh, yes. And of course there is Gideon, the Diamond. One minute he's very warm indeed; the
next he's freezing cold. Gwen's not sure what's going on there, but she's pretty much destined to ﬁnd out.

THE RATS, THE BATS & THE UGLY
Baen Books The team of bats and rats, accompanied by their human leader, sets out to persuade the military
bureaucracy that they are about to be invaded by an alien conspiracy, joining forces with Fluﬀ to save the world.

LA SORCIÈRE
THE WITCH OF THE MIDDLE AGES
HOW TOBACCO SMOKE CAUSES DISEASE
THE BIOLOGY AND BEHAVIORAL BASIS FOR SMOKING-ATTRIBUTABLE DISEASE : A REPORT OF THE SURGEON
GENERAL
U.S. Government Printing Oﬃce This report considers the biological and behavioral mechanisms that may underlie the
pathogenicity of tobacco smoke. Many Surgeon General's reports have considered research ﬁndings on mechanisms in
assessing the biological plausibility of associations observed in epidemiologic studies. Mechanisms of disease are
important because they may provide plausibility, which is one of the guideline criteria for assessing evidence on
causation. This report speciﬁcally reviews the evidence on the potential mechanisms by which smoking causes
diseases and considers whether a mechanism is likely to be operative in the production of human disease by tobacco
smoke. This evidence is relevant to understanding how smoking causes disease, to identifying those who may be
particularly susceptible, and to assessing the potential risks of tobacco products.

SINISTER RESONANCE
THE MEDIUMSHIP OF THE LISTENER
A&C Black A major new work from one of the world's most erudite, intellectual, and inﬂuential thinkers and writers
about sound and music. >

BLIND WILLOW, SLEEPING WOMAN
Random House An eclectic, eccentric and altogether brain-bending collection of short stories. Here are animated crows,
a criminal monkey, an ice man, as well as the dreams that shape us and the things we wish for. Whether during a
chance reunion in Italy, a romantic exile in Greece, a holiday in Hawaii or in the grip of everyday life, Murakami's
characters confront loss, or sexuality, or the glow of a ﬁreﬂy, or the impossible distance between those who ought to
be closest of all. 'An intimate pleasure' The Times

THE FOLKLORESQUE
University Press of Colorado "This volume introduces a new concept to explore the dynamic relationship between folklore
and popular culture: the “folkloresque.” With “folkloresque,” Foster and Tolbert name the product created when
popular culture appropriates or reinvents folkloric themes, characters, and images. Such manufactured tropes are
traditionally considered outside the purview of academic folklore study, but the folkloresque oﬀers a frame for
understanding them that is grounded in the discourse and theory of the discipline.Fantasy ﬁction, comic books, anime,
video games, literature, professional storytelling and comedy, and even popular science writing all commonly
incorporate elements from tradition or draw on basic folklore genres to inform their structure. Through three primary
modes—integration, portrayal, and parody—the collection oﬀers a set of heuristic tools for analysis of how folklore is
increasingly used in these commercial and mass-market contexts.The Folkloresque challenges disciplinary and genre
boundaries; suggests productive new approaches for interpreting folklore, popular culture, literature, ﬁlm, and
contemporary media; and encourages a rethinking of traditional works and older interpretive paradigms."
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THE MINDFUL GEEK
SECULAR MEDITATION FOR SMART SKEPTICS
The Mindful Geek tells you how to derive the real world beneﬁts of hardcore mindfulness meditation without drinking
the metaphysical Kool-Aid. Meditation teacher, Michael W. Taft gives you step-by-step instructions in the powerful and
reliable techniques of mindfulness meditation, and outlines the psychological and neuroscientiﬁc research
underpinning these practices. By treating mindfulness as a scientiﬁcally-based, psychological technique, you can keep
your atheistic or agnostic secular skepticism and still maintain a powerful, regular, and deeply eﬀective meditation
practice. That's because meditation doesn't require you to believe in it to work. Like any good technology, if you use it
correctly, it will do the job reliably whether you believe in it or not. And-make no mistake-meditation is a kind of
technology; a technology for hacking the human wetware in order to improve your life. This book is a practical, handson manual about how to make the most of that technology for yourself. If you are smart, skeptical, technically-inclined,
and have a desire to see what meditation is really all about, this book is for you. Michael has taught a lot of meditation
programs at tech corporations like Google, so this material has been ﬁeld-tested on some world-class geeks.

AFTER THE QUAKE
Random House Tales of upheaval and confusion, longing and love in the aftermath of the Kobe earthquake. For the
characters in after the quake, the Kobe earthquake is an echo from a past they buried long ago. Satsuki has spent
thirty years hating one man: did her desire for revenge cause the earthquake? Miyake left his family in Kobe to make
midnight bonﬁres on a beach hundreds of miles away. Fourteen-year-old Sala has nightmares that the Earthquake Man
is trying to stuﬀ her inside a little box. Katagiri returns home to ﬁnd a giant frog in his apartment on a mission to save
Tokyo from a massive burrowing worm. 'When he gets angry, he causes earthquakes,' says Frog. 'And right now he is
very, very angry. 'In a dance with the delights of Murakami's imagination we experience the limitless possibilities of
ﬁction. With these stories Murakami expands our hearts and minds yet again' The Times

APPROACHES TO WORLD LITERATURE
Walter de Gruyter The present volume introduces new considerations on the topic of “World Literature”, penned by
leading representatives of the discipline from the United States, India, Japan, the Middle East, England, France and
Germany. The essays revolve around the question of what, speciﬁcally in today's rapidly globalizing world, may be the
productive implications of the concept of World Literature, which was ﬁrst developed in the 18th century and then
elaborated on by Goethe. The discussions include problems such as diﬀerent script systems with varying literary
functions, as well as questions addressing the relationship between ethnic self-description and cultural belonging. The
contributions result from a conference that took place at the Dahlem Humanities Center, Freie Universität Berlin, in
2012.

SOMEHOW, CRYSTAL
A journey into the carefree, today-centric generation of Japan's economic boom years (70s and 80s), as they pursue
pleasure, fashion, and the recognition of their peers, forging new senses of identity through brand-name goods and
music, yet remaining aloof from serious involvement, isolated from the interactions and demands of Japanese society.

BIRTHDAY GIRL
Random House Birthday Girl is a beguiling, exquisitely satisfying short story . A taste of master storytelling, published
to celebrate Murakami's 70th birthday. She waited on tables as usual that day, her twentieth birthday. She always
worked Fridays, but if things had gone according to plan on that particular Friday, she would have had the night oﬀ.
One rainy Tokyo night, a waitress's uneventful twentieth birthday takes a strange and fateful turn when she's asked to
deliver dinner to the restaurant's reclusive owner. Birthday Girl is a beguiling, exquisitely satisfying taste of master
storytelling, published to celebrate Murakami's 70th birthday. Birthday Girl is also available in Birthday Stories and
Blind Willow, Sleeping Woman.

THE THREE STRANGERS
Good Press "The Three Strangers" by Thomas Hardy. Published by Good Press. Good Press publishes a wide range of
titles that encompasses every genre. From well-known classics & literary ﬁction and non-ﬁction to forgotten−or yet
undiscovered gems−of world literature, we issue the books that need to be read. Each Good Press edition has been
meticulously edited and formatted to boost readability for all e-readers and devices. Our goal is to produce eBooks
that are user-friendly and accessible to everyone in a high-quality digital format.

THE HARUKI PHENOMENON
HARUKI MURAKAMI AS COSMOPOLITAN WRITER
Springer Nature This book explores the idea of a new cosmopolitan Japanese identity through a socio-cultural analysis of
contemporary Japanese writer Haruki Murakami. It is the ﬁrst monograph to apply the idea of cosmopolitanism to this
writer’s global popularity widely known as the “Haruki phenomenon”.By pioneering an enquiry into Murakami’s
cosmopolitanism, this book aims to overcome the prevailing myth of “Japaneseness”(Nihonjinron) as a form of self-
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identiﬁcation for Japanese, and propose an alternative approach for contemplating contemporary Japanese cultural
identity. Socio-cultural analysis of this author and his works shall establish Murakami’s cosmopolitan qualities and how
they contribute to the cultural phenomenon of globalization. Furthermore, this book will introduce the idea of
“everyday cosmopolitanism” as a relevant concept to address an emergent global cultural sphere. Unlike the
traditional model of cosmopolitanism, which is sometimes regarded as idealist and elitist, “everyday cosmopolitanism”
encompasses the everyday spheres of ordinary people. Tomoki Wakatsuki argues that the Haruki phenomenon, as a
global and local event, echoes this important social trend today. Murakami’s departure from conventional notions of
Japanese identity oﬀers an alternative perception of identity and belonging that is useful for situating Japanese
identity within a global context. This text will be of interest to students and scholars of cultural studies, global
literature, contemporary Japanese literature, cultural cosmopolitanism and the global cultural sphere.

AN INTRODUCTION TO CRITICISM
LITERATURE - FILM - CULTURE
John Wiley & Sons An accessible and thorough introduction to literary theory and contemporary critical practice, this
book is an essential resource for beginning students of literary criticism. Covers traditional approaches such as
formalism and structuralism, as well as more recent developments in criticism such as evolutionary theory, cognitive
studies, ethical criticism, and ecocriticism Oﬀers explanations of key works and major ideas in literary criticism and
suggests key elements to look for in a literary text Also applies critical approaches to various examples from ﬁlm
studies Helps students to build a critical framework and write analytically

EDIBLE PLANTS IN HEALTH AND DISEASES
VOLUME 1 : CULTURAL, PRACTICAL AND ECONOMIC VALUE
Springer The book provides signiﬁcant information on some of the promising edible medicinal plants and how these
possess both nutritive as well as medicinal value. The signiﬁcance of these edible plants in traditional medicine, their
distribution in diﬀerent regions and the importance of their chemical constituents are discussed systematically
concerning the role of these plants in ethnomedicine in diﬀerent regions of the world. The current volume focuses on
the economic and culturally important medicinal uses of edible plants and a detailed survey of the literature on
scientiﬁc researches of pharmacognostical characteristics, traditional uses, scientiﬁc validation, and phytochemical
composition, and pharmacological activities. This book is a single-source scientiﬁc reference to explore the speciﬁc
factors that contribute to these potential health beneﬁts, as well as discussing how to maximize those potential
beneﬁts. Chemists, food technologists, pharmacologists, phytochemists as well as all professionals involved with
quality control and standardization will ﬁnd in this book a valuable and updated basis for their work.

POSTMODERNISM AND JAPAN
Duke University Press Postmodernism and Japan is a coherent yet diverse study of the dynamics of postmodernism, as
described by Lyotard, Baudrillard, Deleuze, and Guatarri, from the often startling perspective of a society bent on
transforming itself into the image of Western “enlightenment” wealth and power. This work provides a unique view of
a society in transition and confronting, like its models in the West, the problems induced by the introduction of new
forms of knowledge, modes of production, and social relationships.
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